
BSEC Theme 2
RELEVANCE,  PROGRAMMING  AND  ASSESSMENT



Moonshot Thinking

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uaquGZKx_0



Snakes Are Born This Way
https://vimeo.com/51762436

These students built deep scientific knowledge of snakes (they became "herpetologists," they will 
tell you) by reading, writing, listening, speaking, and observing. Their work exemplifies the shifts 
required by the Common Core: they demonstrated reading for evidence and writing with evidence 
by reading challenging, non-fiction text and producing a high-quality informational book. They 
conducted field research at Harvard University and a nature sanctuary; they interviewed a 
herpetologist; and they created beautiful, accurate scientific illustrations for their book, revising 
their work through multiple drafts with peer critique. Finally, the second graders at Conservatory 
Lab Charter School wrote this song and produced the music video to persuade others not to fear 
snakes -- after all, snakes are "born that way." Their learning is public, meaningful, and joyous.







Is This The Kind of Learning Environment 
We Value?

• Community & Global Involvement Experiential Learning 
Projects

• Community Mentorships
• Cross-Curricular Learning Opportunities, Including 

Projects 9-12
• Drama Productions & Festivals
• Elementary ‘Community Artist’ Music Program
• Expert Projects
• Full Cycle Food & Hot Lunch Program
• Innovative Practices Projects – Technology for Learning 

& Self-Regulation
• Multi-Age Cohorts





“If we are going to support our students, we 
need to align our strategies and resources 
around the perplexing problems of practice being 
encountered by our teachers.  In its most simple 
form this is the basis of organizational 
development in education.”  (Jeff Jones, 2014)
















































