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Abstract 
Literacy Coherence is an integral part of SD8 with a focused goal to provide accessible and inclusive programs for 

all learners K-12.   
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Executive Summary   
School District No.8 (Kootenay Lake) acknowledges, respects and honours the First Nations in 
whose traditional territories the Kootenay Lake School District operates and all Aboriginal people 
residing within the boundaries of School District 8.   
 
Each year, SD8 plans for continuous improvement. SD8 is committed to focusing on excellence for 
all learners in a nurturing environment.  The Board of Education, through the Focus.Learn.Excel 
initiative, invests significant resources into ensuring that each of our learners is provided the 
opportunity to graduate with dignity, purpose, and options for a successful future. 
 
All decisions made by School District 8 (Kootenay Lake) are guided by its vision and core values, 
and are based on research and extensive consultation. The District’s initiatives and resources are 
aligned with Ministry of Education goals and school plans to support its firm commitment to the 
mandate of an educated citizen by supporting intellectual, human, and social and career 
development for all our students. This includes goals for literacy, numeracy, inclusion, and 
indigenization. 
 
Shelley Moore, a renowned BC educator and researcher, states that “an inclusive education is 
about providing opportunities with supports for all students to have access to, and contribute to, 
an education rich in content and experience with their peers”. Equity is foundational for 
improving student achievement district-wide; SD8 believes that an equity-centered, relevant, and 
engaging learning experience is necessary to maximize the success of all learners, including our 
learners with Indigenous ancestry and our learners with diverse needs. 
 
The District goal for literacy from Kindergarten through to grade 12 is: 
 

“To improve literacy proficiency for all learners” 
 
The following action items will be prioritized during the 2021-2022 school year: 
 

• Develop a 3-year District Literacy Plan focused on improving literacy outcomes for all K-12 
learners, in consultation with Aboriginal Education staff, district Itinerant staff, and school 
teams. 

• Support literacy for K-12 school teams, district itinerant staff, and Aboriginal Education 
staff in improving literacy proficiency for all learners. 

• Improve student participation rates on provincial assessments and student self-
assessment instruments.  

• Develop an Assessment for Learning workshop series for teachers and principals. 
• Design and implement district literacy assessments at the primary and intermediate 

(grade 4-6) classroom levels. 
• Develop an online literacy resource hub to support all classroom and non-enrolling 

teachers. 
• Support school teams in developing objectives and strategies to support their school 

literacy goal within the context of their School Learning Plan. 
• Expand the district Early Literacy Profile in Kindergarten to grade 2 classrooms. 
• Continue to strengthen SD8 community partnerships that support literacy from birth to 

grade 12. 
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Introduction    
School District No.8 (Kootenay Lake) is guided by its vision and core values.  All resources and 
District initiatives are aligned with Ministry of Education goals.  School Learning Plans also support 
the commitment to the BC Ministry of Education mandate of an “Educated Citizen” that fosters 
the intellectual, human and social and career development for all students.  
 
SD8 has one literacy goal for all our students, from Kindergarten through grade 12:  
 

“Improve literacy proficiency for all learners” 
 
Literacy encompasses the ability to analyze critically, to reason, to think independently, and to 
acquire important skills and bodies of knowledge.  Being literate is a basic human right and is “the 
road to human progress and the means through which every person can realize their full 
potential," (Kofi Annan). 
 
The following report outlines how SD8 learners are doing in literacy and provides a description of 
the supports, resources, and goals that comprise SD8’s commitment to ensuring literacy success 
for all learners. 
 
This report is comprised of district literacy data from the following Provincial Data 
Instruments: 
 

• Early Development Instrument (EDI), completed by Kindergarten teachers during 
the spring.  It occurs twice in every 3 years.  The EDI provides information about 
Kindergarten learners, as reported by their teachers. 

 
• Foundation Skills Assessments (FSA), administered annually to students in grades 

4 & 7.  It provides district level information on how students are achieving in the 
foundational areas of reading comprehension, writing, and numeracy. 

 
• Student Learning Surveys (SLS), administered annually to students in grades 3 or 

4, 7, 10 and 12.  The SLS asks students questions about their school experiences. 
Student participation is voluntary.    

  
• Graduation Literacy Assessment 10(GLA) administered annually to students in 

grades 10 and 12.  It provides broad level information on how students are 
achieving in literacy.  Students are able to write the GLA three times prior to 
graduation.  
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Overview of Literacy in the Early Years/ Pre-school (ages 3-5)  
SD8 collaborates with local and regional community partners to ensure students have the 
tools and supports they need for success. Partnerships in the community further enhance 
learning experiences for current and soon-to-be students as well as their families.    
 
Many provincial and district programs have a literacy goal embedded within their framework.  For 
example, Ready, Set Learn is a Provincial program that focuses on supporting children aged 3 to 5 
years and their families with Kindergarten readiness, including language development and the 
progression of emergent literacy skills through play-based activities.   
 
SD8 uses Ready, Set Learn funding to partner with local community organizations such as the 
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy (CBAL) in order to offer literacy programs and activities for 
families of preschool aged children.  These programs are free of charge for families.  Programs 
such as “Come Read with Me” and “Come do Math with Me” are very well received by families.  In 
addition, CBAL offers outdoor family opportunities such as StoryWalks on school grounds.    
 
The SD8 Aboriginal Education program is also collaborating with CBAL this year.  They are piloting 
a one to one reading program for learners with Indigenous ancestry.  This initiative is aimed at 
“growing academic support in literacy and numeracy through land-based learning”.    
 
SD8 also has 12 StrongStart Outreach programs in our 5 local communities.  StrongStart Outreach 
provides valuable literacy tools and resources for families of children from birth to age 5. 
 
Action Item: Early Years Pre-school (ages 3-5) 

• Continue to strengthen SD8 community partnerships that support literacy from birth to 
grade 12. 

Overview of Literacy in Primary (Kindergarten to Grade 3) 
For the past 5 years, SD8 Kindergarten Assessment and Read by Grade Three data showed 
that a significant number of primary learners in SD8 were performing below grade level in reading 
and writing. Furthermore, the data also indicated that many children who were performing below 
grade level in the primary years transitioned to the intermediate grades lacking confidence and 
proficiency in their reading and writing skills.  Renowned expert Richard Allington’s research 
shows that “differences in early reading proficiency predicted differences in how much children 
read, which predicted 10 years later who would be a good reader and who wouldn’t.” (Allington) 
 
In 2020, SD8 embarked on piloting a district-wide initiative in primary classrooms to 
better understand the challenges each child may be having in literacy learning and mitigate 
those challenges by supporting teachers with necessary resources and tools.    
  
By engaging the expertise of primary literacy consultant and UBC-Okanagan professor Dr. 
Donna Kozak, SD8 created a series of targeted professional development opportunities for K-3 
teachers and Inclusion Support Teachers (ISTs) in addition to utilizing the professional 
capacities of district Inclusion Support staff using a three-year project model.  During the 
2020-21 school year, Dr. Kozak focused on providing professional development targeted to 
K/1 classroom teachers and Inclusion Support Teachers who work in K/1 classrooms.  Dr. 
Kozak also introduced a literacy assessment tool for primary grades, called the “Early Literacy 
Profile K-3” (ELP).  The ELP was piloted by K/1 teachers during the 2020-21 school year and is 
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being expanded in the 2021-22 school year to include grades 1 and 2.  The ELP will help to 
bring literacy coherence across our SD8 primary program and increase the number of students 
who are proficient in early literacy.  
  
In addition to Dr. Kozak’s workshops, SD8 focused on using the expertise of staff.  For 
example, a teacher participating in the Aspiring Leaders Program collaborated with the 
Innovative Learning and Inclusive Education staff to create a series of after school hands-
on workshops designed for primary teachers.  During these literacy workshops, called 
“Make & Takes”, primary teachers were led through a series of literacy centres and 
stations.  They were then provided with their own toolkit of literacy resources so that they 
could replicate these literacy centres in their own classrooms to support their literacy 
program.    There was an excellent response from primary teachers in both their attendance 
at the workshops and their use of the literacy tools and resources the District has provided. 
  
SD8 also provided professional literacy resources for primary teachers to support them with 
their professional practice.  In addition, an inventory was completed at each elementary 
school to determine the quality and quantity of primary levelled readers in K-3 
classrooms.  Subsequently, an action plan was created to provide funding 
to those schools that lacked sufficient literacy resources in primary, thus creating equity 
across the District.  
  
The Primary Literacy Coherence model also shifts the way Inclusion Support Teachers (IST) 
spend their time in school. The new “push-in” model of support focuses on 
the IST collaborating with the primary classroom teacher to co-plan, co-teach and co-
assess based on learners’ strengths and challenges identified in the class 
profile.  Furthermore, dedicating 2/3 of their time in primary classrooms focuses additional 
classroom support in the early years.  This model of primary support draws on the strength of 
a collaborative primary team working together to best meet the needs of all learners in the 
classroom.   
  
The Primary Literacy Coherence model is a 3-year initiative.  For the 2021-22 school year, the 
focus is on building capacity in grade 1 and 2 classroom teachers.  Next year, the focus will 
shift to grade 2 and 3 teachers.    
 
Evidence of success after the first year with the new Primary Literacy Coherence Model is 
already apparent.  One teacher shared, “By using a one page class profile it takes the 
guesswork out of what I need to focus on to support my students.  I can’t wait to see how this 
model follows my Kindergarten students throughout their entire time in elementary school.” 
 
From a principal’s perspective, “This Early Literacy Profile that we have implemented in the 
primary grades is the best example of coherence that I have seen in our district.  Equity is 
being addressed through differentiation and allows us to scoop groups of students to address 
learning needs as they arise.” 
 
Alignment of staff and district resources, including ongoing “just in time” professional 
development in a “Community of Practice” (Traynor) model, and a collaborative, inclusive 
approach to working with all learners in the classroom, has resulted in a system-wide shift in 
philosophy, pedagogy and practice at the primary level.  The goal of ensuring that every 
student completes grade 3 with the skills and confidence of being a proficient reader and 
writer is on track. 
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A district Primary Literacy resource hub is available on the SD8 website.  This digital hub is 
a “one stop shop” for all teachers to use as a support with designing and teaching a balanced 
literacy program in order to best meet the needs of all learners.  The hub includes videos of 
past presentations, resource lists and information supportive of literacy centers, numeracy 
and social emotional learning.   
 
In addition, an online data platform that will house Kindergarten to grade 3 data is being 
built.  This data platform will enable SD8 staff to analyze reading and writing data in the 
primary grades.  Analyzing the data for broad literacy trends will give the district valuable 
information about how our primary aged learners are achieving in literacy.  This will also 
enable the district to prioritize additional supports and resources where needed.  
 
The SD8 Literacy Coherence Model implemented in primary classrooms was recently featured 
in the British Columbia School Superintendents Association magazine “InspirED”.  The article 
can be read here 
 

Data 
Early Development Instrument (EDI)   
The Early Development Instrument (EDI) is a short questionnaire completed by Kindergarten 
teachers in the spring during the school year. This instrument is used not only across SD8, but 
across Canada and internationally. The purpose of the questionnaire is to measure a child’s ability 
to meet age-appropriate developmental expectations.   
 
The EDI is administered by school districts in a 3 year cycle, called a “Wave”.  In SD8 EDI data is 
collected every 2 out of 3 years.  SD8 Kindergarten teachers completed the EDI in 2019-2020 and 
in 2020-2021.   
 
The complete SD8 EDI Wave 7 data report 2020-2021 can be found here.   
  
The following EDI data tables pertain specifically to Kindergarten learners from the 2020-2021 
school year.  The data is disaggregated into neighbourhoods, as follows: 

• Creston 
• Kootenay Lake Rural (Crawford Bay, Kaslo, Jewett, Salmo, Slocan Valley) 
• Nelson 
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EDI Wave 7 Kindergarten Literacy Data (Spring 2021): 
CRESTON KOOTENAY LAKE RURAL NELSON 

 
  

Creston Language and 
Cognitive Development data 
shows positive trends in 
Basic and Advanced Literacy 
as well as Short Term Basic 
Numeracy. 
 

Kootenay Lake Rural 
Language and Cognitive 
Development data shows a 
positive Long-Term trend in 
Advanced Literacy.  There is 
a Short-Term negative trend 
in Basic Literacy.  
 

Nelson Language and 
Cognitive Development data 
is consistent in all four areas 
with positive trends in long 
term Advanced Literacy and 
Basic Numeracy.  
 

EDI data notes:  
• A green triangle indicates results are trending positively. 
• A grey circle indicates “no meaningful change” from the prior year(s) to date.   
• An orange triangle indicates a worsening trend.   
• Downward sloping graph lines indicate positive progress, indicating less Kindergarten vulnerability.   
• Long term (LT) and short term (ST) trends are also indicated. 
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Analysis 
Overall, EDI Wave 7 (2020-2021) Literacy data indicates that within the Language & Cognitive 
Development subsections, Advanced Literacy continues to be an area of increasing strength for 
Kindergarten learners.  Basic Numeracy and Basic Literacy skills and Interest in Literacy, 
Numeracy and Memory have remained consistent for Kindergarten learners.   
 
Furthermore, compared to Kindergarten children across BC, an EDI data analysis of 2019-2021 data 
indicates that SD8 Kindergarten children are less vulnerable in all areas of Language and Cognitive 
Development compared to the provincial average.  Through the ongoing implementation of the 
Early Literacy Profile to support all learners K-grade 3, SD8 anticipates that this positive trend will 
continue. 
 
Action Items Primary (Kindergarten to Grade 3):   

1. Develop a 3-year District Literacy Plan focused on improving literacy outcomes for all K-12 
learners, in consultation with Aboriginal Education staff, district Itinerant staff, and school 
teams. 

2. Support literacy for K-12 school teams, district Itinerant staff, and Aboriginal Education 
staff in improving literacy proficiency for all learners. 

3. Develop an Assessment for Learning workshop series for teachers and principals. 
4. Develop an online literacy resource hub to support all classroom and non-enrolling 

teachers. 
5. Support school teams in developing objectives and strategies to support their school 

literacy goal within the context of their School Learning Plan. 
6. Expand the district Early Literacy Profile in Kindergarten to grade 2 classrooms. 
7. Continue to strengthen SD8 community partnerships that support literacy from birth to 

grade 12.  

Overview of Literacy and Assessment for Learning:  
Intermediate to Secondary (Grades 4-12) 
Keeping the district literacy goal of improving literacy proficiency for all learners in mind, 
provincial assessment data (FSA, GLA and SLS) indicates some areas for potential focus.  First 
of all, the data indicates that there remain gaps in participation rates.  By improving student 
participation rates on these data instruments the district will be more confident that the 
results are an accurate indicator that is reflective of all SD8 students.  
 
The Student Learning Survey data indicates that students would like more input into what and 
how they are learning.  The District will endeavour to focus on finding opportunities for 
school teams to support inclusive and engaging activities and opportunities for students as 
well as finding ways to support student voice and choice in what they are learning and in how 
they are demonstrating their learning.  In addition, the implementation of the SD8 Laptop 
Initiative at the grade 7 and 10 level will help to support this objective.     
 
SD8 data also shows a noticeable trend regarding student academic self-efficacy.  As students 
progress into the higher grades, their self-efficacy appears to decline, even though they may 
be trying their best to improve. Furthermore, corresponding provincial literacy assessment 
data also indicates significant reading achievement gaps for students with diverse needs and 
students with Indigenous ancestry. 
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Developing a professional learning series that focuses on classroom assessment strategies such 
as Assessment for Learning, using BC Performance Standards, and using student exemplars to 
support classroom planning, teaching and assessing will further support learners.  A district 
literacy toolkit for supporting students with diverse needs will be housed on the district 
literacy hub.  Finally, ongoing collaboration with Aboriginal Academic Success teachers will 
continue to focus on infusing Indigenous content and perspectives across the curriculum and 
supporting the academic needs of students with Indigenous ancestry.      

To ensure that all learners improve in their proficiency in literacy, ongoing collaboration with 
all education partners, including school staffs, Aboriginal Education staff, and district 
itinerant staff will occur in developing a 3-year District Literacy plan. This will include a focus 
on data analysis and improving participation rates; developing sustainable, collaborative 
communities of practice focused on literacy instruction and assessment strategies; and 
ensuring inclusive literacy resources are available to schools and students. 

Intermediate/ Middle Years Program  
Literacy in the intermediate (grades 4-6) and middle years (grades 7 & 8) focuses on teaching 
learners to think critically, creatively and reflectively by exploring ideas within and beyond 
texts.  Reading instruction focuses on text comprehension and analysis, as well as building 
new understanding by applying the ideas learned to new contexts.  Learners gain skills in 
accessing information and ideas for diverse purposes and from a variety of sources as well as 
evaluating their relevance, accuracy and reliability.  Writing for a variety of purposes 
including expository, narrative, comparison and contrast, and persuasive formats are taught. 

Reference: BC Curriculum, English Language Arts 

Data 
The information collected to support student learning in the intermediate and middle years 
programs with respect to literacy include the following: 

• Foundation Skills Assessment, Grades 4 and 7
• Student Learning Surveys, Grades 4 and 7

Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) is an annual province-wide assessment of all B.C. 
students’ academic skills in grades 4 and 7, and provides parents, teachers, schools, school 
districts and the Ministry of Education with valuable information on how well students are 
progressing in the foundation skills of Literacy and Numeracy.   

Reference: Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) 

Student Learning Survey (SLS) is an annual province-wide census of Grades 4, 7, 10 and 12 
students, their parents and staff in public schools. The questions have been developed with 
input from partner groups, teachers and education experts. The Student Learning Survey is a 
method of obtaining students’ opinions about their school experience including questions 
about the curriculum, school atmosphere, and classroom assessment.  

The following data tables provide information about student academic achievement in 
reading comprehension and in writing, based on the FSA data.  In addition the tables include 
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Student Learning Survey data reported by students, about their reading and writing progress.  
Participation rates for both the FSA’s and Student Learning Surveys is included. 

Reference: BC Student Learning Survey 
 
GRADE 4 Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) & Student Learning Survey (SLS) 
Literacy Data 2020-21: 
FSA Reading 
Comprehension 

Participation 
Rate 

Meeting Grade Level 
Expectations 

      All Students 
 

69% 81% 

      Students with  
      Indigenous Ancestry 

61% 71% 

      Students with Diverse  
      Needs 

53% 65% 

Student Learning Survey: 
 “I continue to get better at 
reading” 

 Students who Agree/ 
Strongly Agree 

      All Students 
 

71% 78% 

      Students with  
      Indigenous Ancestry 

15% 48% 

      Students with Diverse 
      Needs 

Data unavailable Data unavailable 

 

FSA Writing 
 

Participation 
Rate 

Meeting Grade Level 
Expectations 

         All Students 
 

65% 79% 

         Students with Indigenous 
         Ancestry 

50% 86% 

         Students with Diverse 
         Needs 

56% 61% 

Student Learning Survey: 
 “I continue to get better at 
writing” 

 Students who Agree/ 
Strongly Agree 

        All Students 
 

71% 65% 

        Students with Indigenous  
        Ancestry 

15% 43% 

         Students with Diverse 
        Needs 

Data unavailable Data unavailable 

 

Analysis 
When comparing the data from the reading comprehension and writing sections of the 
Foundation Skills Assessments to the student self-reporting data contained in the Student 
Learning Surveys, any gaps in student achievement versus student perception invite further 
exploration. In other words, do students believe they are getting better at reading and 
writing, and does the student achievement data indicate this? Finally, does the student 
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participation rate reflect a broad enough range of learners to be considered as a reliable 
measure of all grade 4 learners?  

What is evident: 

• An improvement in participation rates is needed for all learners.   
• Students with Indigenous ancestry achieved 10% lower and students with Diverse needs 

achieved 16% lower in reading comprehension compared to their peers.  
• Despite the fact that students with Indigenous ancestry performed very well in 

writing, they self-report that they do not believe they are getting better at writing. 
• Students with Diverse needs achieved significantly lower compared to their peers in 

writing. 

Action Items Intermediate Years (Grades 4-6): 
1. Support Schools in improving participation rates for provincial assessments and 

surveys for all students. 
2. Support school teams in developing objectives and strategies to support their school 

literacy goal within the context of their School Learning Plan. 
3. Develop an online literacy resource hub to support all classroom and non-enrolling 

teachers. 

GRADE 7 Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) & Student Learning Survey (SLS) 
Literacy Data 2020-21: 
FSA Reading 
Comprehension 

Participation 
Rate 

Meeting Grade Level 
Expectations 

      All Students 
 

75% 76% 

      Students with Indigenous 
      Ancestry 

72% 67% 

      Students with Diverse 
      Needs 

58% 42% 

Student Learning Survey: 
“I continue to get better at 
reading” 

 Students who Agree/ 
Strongly Agree 

      All Students 
 

79% 64% 

      Students with Indigenous  
      Ancestry 

26%  57% 

      Students with Diverse  
      Needs 

Data unavailable Data unavailable 

 

FSA Writing 
 

Participation 
Rate 

Meeting Grade Level 
Expectations 

       All Students 
 

71% 82% 

       Students with Indigenous 
       Ancestry 

64% 78% 

       Students with Diverse 
       Needs 

55% 55% 
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Student Learning Survey:  
“I continue to get better at 
writing” 

 Students who Agree/ 
Strongly Agree 

       All Students 
 

79% 58% 

       Students with Indigenous  
       Ancestry 

26%  64% 

       Students with Diverse   
       Needs 

Data unavailable Data unavailable 

 
Analysis 
When comparing the data from the reading comprehension and writing sections of the 
Foundation Skills Assessments to the student self-reporting data contained in the Student 
Learning Surveys, any gaps in student achievement versus student perception invite further 
exploration. In other words, do students believe they are getting better at reading and 
writing, and does the student achievement data indicate this? Finally, does the student 
participation rate reflect a broad enough range of learners to be considered as a reliable 
measure of all grade 7 learners? 

What is evident: 

• The participation rates for students with Diverse needs is very low. 
• The reading comprehension and writing achievement of students with Diverse needs is 

significantly lower than their peers. 

Action Items Middle Years (Grades 7 & 8): 
1. Support Schools in improving participation rates for provincial assessments and 

surveys for all students. 
2. Support school teams in developing objectives and strategies to support their school 

literacy goal within the context of their School Learning Plan. 
3. Develop an online literacy resource hub to support all classroom and non-enrolling 

teachers. 

Graduation Program (Grades 10-12) 
The graduation program prepares students for graduation and for post-secondary transitions. 
Students now begin collecting credit for courses that go on their transcript. They also make 
course choices based on their Three-Year Graduation Plan. Students may choose from several 
courses in grade 10 in the English Language Arts (ELA) program, with an option for English 
First Peoples courses. In Grade 11 and 12, students continue to choose from a variety, though 
English Studies 12 or English First Peoples 12 are the culminating courses that support the 
transition to post-secondary institutions. 

The purpose of literacy or English Language Arts programming at the graduation program level 
is to prepare students to transition to their post-secondary plans, to be prepared as literate 
citizens, and to have choice and options in literacy to reflect their strengths, interests, and 
preferences.   

Reference: BC Curriculum, English Language Arts 
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Data  
The information collected to support student learning in the graduation program with respect 
to literacy includes the following: 

• Graduation Literacy Assessment 10 and 12 
• Student Learning Surveys, Grade 10 and 12 

The Grade 10 Literacy Assessment is a provincial assessment that assesses student proficiency 
in literacy. It is a graduation requirement and students take the assessment in their Grade 10 
year. 

The Grade 10 Literacy Assessment assesses student ability to use critical thinking and analysis 
to make meaning from a diverse array of texts. It also assesses the ability of students to 
communicate their ideas. The Grade 10 Literacy Assessment is not based on a particular 
course, but on learning across multiple subjects, from kindergarten to Grade 10. Students 
have up to three times to write the assessment prior to graduating. The assessment is based 
on a proficiency scale, and not on percentages or letter grades. It is not part of the student’s 
course marks. 

Reference: BC Graduation Literacy Assessment 10 

The Grade 12 Literacy Assessment is a provincial assessment that assesses student proficiency 
in literacy. It is a graduation requirement and completed during students’ Grade 12 year. 

The Grade 12 Literacy Assessment assesses students’ ability to use critical and reflective 
thinking and analysis to make meaning from a diverse array of texts. It also assesses the 
ability of students to communicate their ideas, or those found in the texts. 

The Grade 12 Literacy assessment is not based on a particular subject matter or course, but 
rather on learning across multiple subjects from kindergarten to Grade 12. Students have up 
to three times to write the assessment if they choose.  It is also based on a proficiency scale, 
and is not counted toward post-secondary institution admissions. The best mark is recorded 
on their transcript. 

Reference: BC Graduation Literacy Assessment 12 

The Student Learning Survey is an annual province-wide census of Grades 4, 7, 10 and 12 
students, their parents and staff in public schools. The questions were developed with input 
from partner groups, teachers and experts in educational measurement and special 
education. The student survey is a method of obtaining the opinion of the students about the 
curriculum, school atmosphere, assessment, and other aspects. The feedback from the 
students is information that can help in major decisions regarding education and student well-
being. 

In terms of literacy, the focal point questions are based on the categories of curriculum and 
assessment, specifically with respect reading and writing as core literacy components. 

Reference: BC Student Learning Survey 
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Grade 10 Graduation Literacy Assessment (2019-2020)  
Student Learning Survey (2020-2021) Literacy Data 
Graduation Literacy 
Assessment (GLA) Grade 10 

Participation 
Rate 
(first time writers 
only) 

Meeting Grade Level 
Expectations (Proficient) 

All Students 
 

40.6% 64.5% 

Students with Indigenous 
Ancestry 

masked 59.5% 

Students with Diverse  
Needs 

masked 77.8%  

Student Learning Survey:  
“I continue to get better at 
reading” 

Participation 
Rate 

Students who Agree/ Strongly 
Agree 

All Students 
 

67% 56% 

Students with Indigenous         
Ancestry 

22% 54% 

Students with Diverse Needs 
 

masked  

Student Learning Survey: 
“I continue to get better at 
writing” 

Participation 
Rate 

Students who Agree/ Strongly 
Agree 

All Students 
 

67% 65% 

Students with Indigenous  
Ancestry 

22% 62% 

Students with Diverse Needs 
 

masked  masked 

 

GLA: The most recent data is from the 2019-20 school year.   

GLA10 participation rates are indicated for first time writers only.  

40.6% of grade 10’s wrote the GLA in the 2019-20 school year.    

Masked data means results are not communicated below 10 respondents to ensure the privacy of the respondents 
 

Analysis 
The Graduation Literacy Assessment 10 and Student Learning Surveys are compared in terms 
of the achievement in literacy with student perceptions of their efficacy. In addition, any 
gaps in achievement and perception invite further exploration. In other words, are students 
feeling they are getting better at reading and writing, and achieving the corresponding 
results? Finally, are the participation rates satisfactory enough to determine an accurate 
outcome for decision-making? 
 
The Graduation Literacy Assessment 12 has not been contemplated in this data set. The 
reason for this is that the Graduation Assessment 10 offers a better opportunity to examine 
literacy instruction in time to make professional learning and resource decisions prior to 
graduation. 
 
 

Open Board Meeting February 15, 2022 Page 38 of 50



14 
 

What is evident: 
• Students with Indigenous ancestry participation rates are below those of non-Indigenous 

students, and need to be increased 
• Students with diverse needs participation rates need to be increased 
• Although 64.5% of all students achieve proficiency on the GLA 10, students who have 

Indigenous ancestry fall further behind in both achievement and self-efficacy 
 

Action Items Graduation Program (Grades 10-12): 
1. Support Schools in improving participation rates for provincial assessments and 

surveys for all students 
2. Ensure GLA 10 data sets are provided to schools to support School Learning Plan 

conversations regarding cross-curricular literacy and improving achievement for all 
students 
 

Assessment for Learning (Kindergarten to Grade 12) 
Assessment for Learning (AFL) is an important part of classroom instruction (Sutton). Assessment 
for Learning strategies are used on a daily basis as a part of ongoing classroom teaching. These 
strategies include the following:  
 

• providing descriptive feedback that moves learning forward 
• active involvement of students in their own learning 
• adjusting one’s teaching to meet the needs of the learners 
• peer and self-assessment 
• student ownership of their own learning with the intent of wanting to improve 

 

Data        
The Student Learning Survey (SLS) has a number of questions about assessment for learning.  
This data provides valuable information about students’ perceptions and experiences 
regarding the strategies outlined above. Student Learning Survey data about assessment for 
learning is collected at the grades 4, 7, 10 and 12 level.  The table below provides a summary 
of the data. 
 
GRADES 4, 7, 10, 12 Student Learning Survey (2020-2021) Assessment for Learning 
The data table below shows a comparison amongst grade 4, 7, 10, and 12 students who 
responded “many times/ all of the time” to the following assessment questions.  
2020-2021 Student Learning Survey 
 

Grade 4 Grade 7 Grade 10 Grade 12 

At school, do you discuss the quality of your work or other 
students’ work? 24% 13% 17% 32% 
Do you know what things are considered when your work is 
marked? 35% 45% 42% 55% 
Are you shown examples of what excellent, good, fair and 
poor work look like? 37% 43% 34% 40% 
At school, do lessons often begin with a review of what was 
done in the last lesson? 30% 32% 27% 21% 
Are you taught to explain, as you work, the way you solve 
problems? 34% 49% 39% 42% 
Are you taught to show your learning in different ways? 
  

32% 44% 37% 47% 
At school, are you helped to understand how you can 
improve your learning? 42% 47% 26% 35% 

*Note: the above data includes students with Indigenous ancestry and students with diverse needs 
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Analysis 
The Student Learning Survey (SLS) data set for Assessment was included in the Literacy Report 
to determine the relationships between students’ perceptions of assessment and instruction 
in comparison with achievement through the Foundation Skills and Graduation Assessments as 
part of the literacy program. 

This data provides an important window into the daily assessment strategies that underpin 
literacy instruction. 

What is evident: 

• Fewer than 25% of students consistently discuss the quality of their work with other 
students’ work, and this declines in grades 7 and 10 

• Fewer than 50% of students feel they know what is considered when their work is 
marked or assessed in Grades 4 through 10 

• Fewer than 45% of students feel they know what examples of work across a range look 
like 

• Fewer than 50% of students feel they are consistently engaged in metacognition during 
the learning process 

• Fewer than 50% of students feel they are consistently taught to show their learning in 
different ways 

• Fewer than 50% of students feel they are consistently helped to understand how they 
can improve their learning  

Action Item for Assessment (Kindergarten to Grade 12): 
1. Develop an Assessment for Learning workshop series for teachers and principals 
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Conclusion 
Supporting students in achieving strong foundational literacy skills addresses SD8’s commitment to 
ensuring the success of all learners. 

Implementing inclusive and adaptable programs that allow every child to find success in programs 
is evident in the collaborative partnerships fostered between SD8 staff and communities as we 
weave together inclusive supports for all learners and their families. Through this process, SD8 
continues to strengthen partnerships to enrich the way we lead, learn and work.  

Strengthening partnerships throughout the District gives learners opportunities for learning inside 
and outside of the classroom.  From Early Learning to post-secondary, the district has supports built 
throughout a student’s learning journey. A focus on setting goals and developing action plans for 
continued growth in all areas is emphasized. 

Studies confirm that effective teachers matter much more than specific curriculum materials, 
pedagogical approaches, or “proven programs” (Allington & Johnston, 2001; Darling-Hammond, 
1999; Duffy, 1997; Pressley et al, 2001; Taylor, Pearson, Clark & Walpole, 2000).  Therefore, it 
becomes ever apparent that by investing in targeted professional learning for our teachers we will 
positively impact student learning.   

In addition, “Ongoing professional learning communities are the bedrock of the work that creates a 
whole school of effective teachers” (Routman).  Through Literacy “Communities of Practice” 
(Wenger-Traynor) SD8 is investing valuable dollars to support teachers in their professional practice 
as they in turn support all learners.   

At the primary level, the positive impact of the Community of Practice model through the 
implementation of the Early Literacy Profile (ELP) is evident.  A Kindergarten teacher, endorsing 
the ELP model, stated that “Consistent assessment among our classroom teachers has given us a 
better opportunity to collaborate with each other and to problem solve how to attack the gaps we 
are noticing within the class profiles.  My grade level colleague and I have aligned our resources and 
some of the literacy tools we use, which is great.” 

A focus on fostering a student appetite for participating in all provincial assessments across all 
grade levels is important for success: the higher the rate of participation, the more confidence 
in the data accurately reflecting the perceptions and achievements of all learners.   

Above all, the goal in literacy is to ensure all students achieve proficiency with equitable access to 
the supports and tools that they need.   
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Community Partnerships   
SD8’s community partnerships are a key component of our ongoing success.  Working with our 
communities not only benefits our learners and their families, but also supports our 
Framework for Enhancing Student Learning.  We thank our community partners for the 
important work they do within our region. 
  
Circle of Indigenous Nations Society (COINS)   
 
College of the Rockies 

Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy (CBAL)   

Columbia Basin Environmental Educators Network (CBEEN) 

Creston Valley Youth Network 

Early Years tables:  Slocan Valley, Salmo, Creston, Nelson, Kaslo  

East Kootenay Teacher Education Program (UVic) 

East Kootenay Child Care Resource and Referral (CCRR)  

Interior Health (IHA)   

Kaslo Youth Network 

Kootenay Kids Society 

Ktunaxa Kinbasket Child and Family Services Society  

Lower Kootenay Band 

West Kootenay Metis 

Ministry of Children and Family Development 

Ministry of Education 

Nelson & District Youth Centre 

North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society 

Okanagan Nation Alliance  

Selkirk College 

UBC Okanagan 
West Kootenay Child Care Resource and Referral (CCRR)  

West Kootenay Teacher Education Program (UBC) 
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Glossary of Acronyms and Terms  
Early Learning Framework (ELF) is a collaborative effort between multiple governmental 
ministries to develop cohesive support for children 0 to 8 and their families.  

Early Literacy Profile (ELP) was developed in conjunction with Dr. Donna Kozak and the staff 
of SD23. This profile is a teaching and assessment tool for Kindergarten to Grade 3 and 
continues with the child through their primary grades. Assessment tasks are provided for 
teachers so they can identify the growth of the child over time in the building blocks of 
literacy including Phonological Awareness, Oral Language skills, Letter and sight word 
development and writing. Teachers in SD8 can find full documentation and video links at the 
SharePoint site under Innovative Learning.  

Early Development Instrument (EDI) is a questionnaire that gathers data used to measure 
population-level patterns and trends in children’s developmental health. The questionnaire is 
completed by teachers for their Kindergarten students and includes 103 questions organized 
into five scales measuring core areas of child development: Physical Health and Well-being, 
Social Competence, Emotional Maturity, Language & Cognitive Development and 
Communication Skills and General Knowledge. Within the boundaries of SD8, the information 
is further delineated within 3 neighbourhood  groups: Creston, Nelson and Kootenay Lake 
Rural. http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/edi/  More information: here. 

Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA) is an annual province-wide assessment of all B.C. 
students’ academic skills in grades 4 and 7, and provides parents, teachers, schools, school 
districts and the Ministry of Education with valuable information on how well students are 
progressing in the foundation skills of Literacy and Numeracy.  More information: here. 

Graduation Literacy Assessment (GLA) is a requirement for graduation from secondary 
school.  It measures the extent to which students are literate and provides students and 
educators with information about their proficiency.  
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/provincial/grade-10-literacy-assessment 

HELP: Human Early Learning Partnership: University of British Columbia.  More information: 
(link) 

Ready, Set Learn (RSL): a BC Ministry of Education funding initiative targeting children aged 
4 and 5 years and their families.  https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-
training/early-learning/support/programs/ready-set-learn 

Student Learning Survey (SLS): The Student Satisfaction Survey was administered from 2001 
to 2015 and was redesigned and renamed the Student Learning Survey in 2016.  Depending on 
the grade, there are 63 to 81 questions asked within the factors of Education Modernization, 
Improving Student Learning Framework, Learning Environment, Wellness and Satisfaction. 
School-based information is shared with school and district leaders for consideration when 
planning.    https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/student-
learning-survey 
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