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Summary of Key Findings - Human and Social Development 

Students who feel welcome at school 

SD8 focuses on strengthening connections and 
fostering a sense of belonging for all learners K-12. 
Data from provincial instruments such as the Middle 
Years Developmental Instrument (MDI) and the 
Student Learning Survey (SLS) are used to create 
goals and action plans for improvement. MDI data 
provide another data set for exploring whether 
students feel welcome, safe, and have a sense of 
belonging at school. Results are available from 
2017–18 and 2020–21 (2 Waves) and are reported 
for grades 4 and 7 students. Grade 4 student 
results were very similar in 2020-21 with the rest 
of the province, with a slightly decreased score in 
school climate. The results for Grade 4 students 
were also very similar in 2020–21 compared with 
2017–2018, with an increase in connectedness with 
adults. This result is interesting, given that SLS data 
showed a lower sense of connectedness as outlined 
previously. 

Overall, students who feel welcome at school has 
improved from 2019–20 to 2020–21, although SD8 
results are lower in grades 3 and 4, 7 and 10 than 
provincial results. 

Students who feel safe at school 

Students who feel safe at school has improved 
slightly in 2019–20 to 2020–21, except in Grade 7 
students where the percentage of students who 
feel safe at school declined in 2020-21. Indigenous 
students reported a higher sense of safety in grades 
7 and 10 year-over-year; and the percentage of 
Indigenous students at Grade 7 and Grade 10 who 
feel safe in SD8 is higher than the province in 
2020–2021. 

Students who report at least 2 adults care about them 

Students who report at least 2 adults care 
about them at school had varied results, with 
improvements from 2019-20 to 2020–2021 in Grade 
7 and a decrease for both grades 3 and 4 and 10. 
In 2020-21, SD8 students scored higher than the 
provincial level in this question in grades 7 and 10. 
Indigenous students who report that at least 
2 adults care about them at school also had 
varied results. 

In grades 3 and 4, similar to non-Indigenous 
students, there is a decrease from 2019–20 to 
2020–21. Additionally, results from grade 3 and 4 
students in the district are significantly lower than 
in the provincial level (51% compared with 67%). 
However, in grades 7 and 10, results are very similar 
year over year and are higher than provincial results 
for this question. An area to further explore is why 
the percentage of students in grades 3 and 4 who do 
not indicate there are 2 adults who care about them 
at school has increased by 16% in one year. The 
district speculates that the pandemic may have had 
an impact on students at this level in the past year. 

In Grade 7, MDI data, student scores were 
higher in 2020–2021 compared with 2017–2018 
in connectedness with adults, and slightly 
lower in school belonging and school climate. 
SD8 results were comparable with those of the 
province, although slightly lower in both school 
connectedness and school belonging. 

In all domains, the district is moving forward in 
establishing programming and supports that meet 
the diverse abilities of learners. Creating a climate 
that supports children, youth and families that is 
respectful, welcomes diversity and acknowledges 
cultural consideration is paramount. The classroom 
educators and school leaders are valued conduits 
for such programming. Therefore, ongoing 
professional development opportunities to increase 
capacity and foster understanding are crucial. 
Valued partnerships with the Lower Kootenay Band, 
as well as other Indigenous partners are critical 
to SD8 increasing its ability to support Indigenous 
students. Finally, community agencies continue 
to help the district support the needs of children, 
youth and families so that all students thrive. 

SD8 will continue to engage with district student 
leaders to hear directly from lived experience 
about how to make schools and classrooms more 
inclusive, fostering connection, pride and a sense of 
belonging for all students. Of particular importance 
is hearing directly from Indigenous students so 
all district staff understand how to offer the right 
support at the right time. 




