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This Document is based in great part on the 2015 report prepared by the Carbon Neutral Action Committee 
Members. Thank you to: Curtis Bendig (Teacher and former Trustee), Michelle Bennett (CUPE), Bob Reimer 
(CUPE), Lori Thompson (DPAC), Patricia Dehne/(Community Energy Association). 
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Introduction 
 
Since 2008, School District No. 8 (Kootenay Lake), as with 
all School Districts in BC, has prepared a Carbon Neutral 
Action Report.  The report outlines annual projects and 
actions that our school community, staff, students and 
volunteers undertake to decrease our carbon footprint and 
improve our operating practices.  Teachers and students in 
our District are working in their classrooms to incorporate 
sustainability into the many components of school and 
community life.  We are committed to meeting our GHG 
emissions reduction target and continue to seek out 
creative and cost-effective strategies to meet that 
commitment. 
 
Provincial Policy 
In 2007 the Province enacted the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Reduction Targets Act (GGRTA), known as Bill 
44 (2007), requiring that public sector organization (PSOs) be carbon neutral beginning in 2010. This 
includes School Districts. 
 
Being carbon neutral requires that an organization: 
 
 Measure: Measure and report carbon emissions, known as the 'Carbon Footprint' 
 Act: Take action to reduce GHG emissions. 
 Lead:  Purchase carbon offsets for any remaining emissions in order to effectively 'neutralize' the 

environmental impact of these emissions. 
 
For the purpose of reducing greenhouse gas emissions in BC, Bill 44 established the target that by 2020, 
GHG emissions in BC will be at least 33% less than the level of emissions in 2007. 
 
School District No. 8 Policy and Action on Sustainability 
Our School District "Action on Sustainability" considers resource conservation, reducing our carbon 
footprint and connecting our sustainability efforts to education.  By becoming active in energy management 
and considering energy efficiency in operations, School District No. 8 (Kootenay Lake) will achieve both 
greenhouse gas emission reductions and energy cost savings. 
 
School District No .  8 (Kootenay Lake) adopts the provincially established GHG emissions reduction target 
of 33% below the 2007 levels by 2020. 
 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
 
Our District uses SMARTTool to track and report emissions as required by the Greenhouse Gas Reductions 
Targets ACT (GGRTA, 2007) for all public sector entities in BC. 
 
Emissions Sources 
Reportable sources of GHG emissions within School District No. 8 (Kootenay Lake) are: 

 Natural Gas consumed within facilities to run heating and hot water systems. 
 Propane used in facilities or operations. 
 Electricity consumptions within facilities. 
 Vehicle fuel consumption of the District owned fleet vehicles, known as the white fleet (excluding 

school buses). 
 Paper consumption. 

Outdoor Learning (SD8 website) 
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 School District buses are 
"out-of-scope" and 
contribute to the greater 
community by reducing 
school related car traffic. 

 Energy efficient projects 
do eventually pay off 
(i.e., the boiler 
replacements require a 
year of operation before 
the GHG reductions show 
up in the data.) 

 
Careful monitoring of the energy consumption of the facilities and tweaking by operations staff create 
efficiently operated buildings.  Recording energy data per facility helps staff quickly note anomalies in 
energy use and potential mechanical problems. 
 
Emissions Reductions Activities 2018 
In 2018 our School District implemented energy conservation activities and completed some facility 
retrofits and improved energy efficiencies, including: 

 On-going facilities improvements:  lighting upgrades, building envelope maintenance and 1 full site 
window replacement project; 

 Direct Digital Control (DDC) systems upgraded at four sites; 
 Accurate energy consumption, costs and greenhouse gas emissions record keeping to support future 

project business cases; 
 Continue HVAC improvements: controls upgrades, roof top AC upgrades, and heat recovery 

ventilation units; 
 Natural Resources Canada Smart Driver training courses to reduce fuel consumption and reduce 

vehicle idling; 
 School bus route efficiencies; 
 Paper consumption reductions through electronic distribution of memos/report cards and default 

printing to double sided; 

 
Actions to Enhance Overall Sustainability in 2018 
Our School District has taken actions that improve the overall sustainability of our District and the greater 
community.  These include: 
 

 Student organized sustainability events; 
 Students at Blewett Elementary underwent Cool It! Climate Leadership Training; 
 Encourage cycling to school and work; 
 Support healthy active transportation initiatives (walking school bus, walking/cycling paths, safety 

education) in conjunction with community partners (ROCK, MOTI, Interior Health); 
 Enhance shared facility and infrastructure initiatives with community partners (community gyms, 

community centres, community gardens, playing fields and playgrounds); and 
 Review our facilities and their impact on our carbon footprint, attempting to ensure that facilities 

are sustainable and that all new development/renovations are built with sustainability, energy 
efficiency and life cycle costing considered. 

 

  

Crawford Bay School (SD8 website) 










