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8.13 Problematic Sexual Behaviour for Students Under 12
Sexual Development by Developmental Age

Sexual behaviours are considered normal when they are mutual, lighthearted, and occur
between children of similar size, age, and developmental level.

Developmental

Age Typical Development

Exploring, touching, showing of private parts in public and private

Rubbing private parts with hands or against objects

Explore each other through games (e.g., Play doctor, house)

* Experimenting with and talking about “pee” and “poo”

<5 * Learning to control and interest in bodily functions

* Show signs of bathroom/potty humour

* Lack of inhibition about nudity

* Attempting to see others when they are naked or undressing, showing curiosity
about adult bodies

* ¥ %

* Masturbation, occasionally in presence of others

* Beginning to learn society’s restrictions

* Need for privacy/modesty is developing

* Continue exploring private parts with children their own age
* Mimicking dating behaviour (e.g., kissing, holding hands)

* Talking about private parts and using “naughty” words

5-6

* Some interest in consensual sexual play (e.g., truth or dare, doctor)

* Knows more about physiology and how the body works

* Attempting to see other people naked or undressing

7-8 * Looking at pictures of naked or partially naked people

* Wanting more privacy

* Some children may touch their genitals for the purposes of pleasure, this happens
more often privately rather than in public

* Viewing and listening to increased sexual content in media, including in written
work

* May talk about sexual information with peers

* As puberty begins, an increased need for privacy and independence is often
expressed

* Reluctant to talk to adults about sexual issues

* Interest in relationships, may want to have a boyfriend/girlfriend/partner

* Masturbation will likely occur in private

9-12

**Children who have a disability or who have experienced trauma or other disruptions to their
development or socialization may be at an increased risk of vulnerability to problematic
sexual behaviours. Adults who care for these children have a duty of care to provide relevant
information and assistance as outlined in the problematic sexual behaviour response plan.
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For more information on problematic sexual behaviours, please refer to the following links.
AP 4004: Sexual Misconduct

Appendix 4004 A: Sexual Misconduct Procedures for Employees

Appendix 4004 B: Sexual Misconduct Students Over 12 Years

Appendix 4004 C: Sexual Misconduct Students Under 12 Years
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Kids in the Know
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https://www.sd8.bc.ca/sites/default/files/documents/2023-08/AP%204004%20Sexual%20Misconduct%20%28v2.2023.08%29_0.pdf
https://www.sd8.bc.ca/sites/default/files/documents/2023-07/Appendix%204004%20A%20-%20Sexual%20Misconduct%20Procedures%20for%20Employees%20-fillable.pdf
https://www.sd8.bc.ca/sites/default/files/documents/2023-07/Appendix%204004%20B%20-%20Sexual%20Misconduct%20Students%20Over%2012%20Years%20-%20fillable.pdf
https://www.sd8.bc.ca/sites/default/files/documents/2023-07/Appendix%204004%20C%20-%20Sexual%20Misconduct%20Students%20Under%2012%20Years%20-fillable.pdf
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